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AUTHOR'S NOTE 


In The Oxford Nursery Rhyme Book, first published in 1955, 
lona and Peter Opie collected nursery rhymes handed down 
over many years, including one that begins, “This is the key of 

the kingdom: / In that kingdom is a city, / In that city is a 
town, / In that town there is a street...’ Like other traditional 

poems with cumulative patterns, such as “Hush, little baby, 
don't say a word” and “This is the house that Jack built,” “This 
is the key of the kingdom” has long been one of my favorites, 

and it inspired the pattern of this picture book. 
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